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Choosing the 
right lifts for 
your shop

MOBILE COLUMN LIFTS
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Selecting the right equipment for your shop is a big job, and deciding which lifts 

are right for your business might be the biggest. There are plenty of things to think 

about, including cost, reliability, safety, usability and efficiency. Mobile column 

lifts are a great fit for many shops, from heavy duty fleet maintenance operations  

to dealership garages. If mobile column lifts are in your consideration set, this guide 

can help to finalize or narrow your choices. 

• Benefits of mobile columns

• Features to look for

• Cost considerations beyond the price tag 

• Rotary Lift options 

Let’s dig in.
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Benefits of Mobile Columns
To put it simply, mobile columns make life easier for you and your 
technicians. From your current employees to recruits to the person 
managing an expansion, going with mobile columns will make a lot of 
people happy. We’ll explore why on the next couple pages. 
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Whether your shop is large or small, space is likely a commodity. Fixed bays 
are a popular choice, and they make sense for some operations, but they don’t 
offer a lot of versatility. Mobile columns add valuable flexibility to your space. 
Battery-powered options can be moved out to the shop floor as needed and then 
stored in a small charging zone when not in use. They can even be used outside, 
further expanding your available work area. 

Mobile columns allow for a truly open floor plan. That means less clutter for your 
techs to navigate and a cleaner-looking shop to impress your customers. The 
battery option brings a benefit from a planning perspective as well. You won’t 
have to install outlets in each work area, and some batteries can be charged 
with a standard outlet, meaning you’ll save on installation costs. 
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BENEFITS Facility Benefits

A Greener Lift

Adding mobile column lifts  
to your shop is easy, and 
that’s not just good for  
your stress levels. Lower 
installation requirements 
means less energy used. 
Plus, with the space savings 
offered by this kind of 
lift, you can do more with 
less space. From lower 
electricity requirements to 
less area to heat and cool, 
your green benefits 
will multiply. 
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Techs love using mobile columns. They appreciate their versatility and ease of 
use. The columns can be configured for use on a wide range of vehicles, and 
the best-made units are easy to move in and out of place. That adds up to 
efficiency, which is important to your employees. 

Safety is another major benefit. When compared to creepers, mobile columns 
offer huge advantages. These lifts let techs stand up to do their work, reducing 
the risk of back injuries. Plus, they keep hot parts safely away from your 
employees, lessening the chance for burns. Standing under a suspended truck 
might seem a little scary at first, but when you choose a well-made lift, it’s 
actually much safer than rolling under one. 
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BENEFITS Technician Benefits

“Standing is so much  
easier on our bodies. No 
more creepers and no  
more awkward positions.”

 –Michael Beall,  
senior mechanic at Schneider National 
(first mobile column purchased in 2008)
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Features to Consider
Mobile column lifts aren’t created equal. Different companies and 
models offer different features, so it’s important to think about which 
options will benefit your shop. Here’s what to consider.
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We mentioned battery power above, but it’s worth discussing further. Not all 
units are battery-powered, so if you don’t mind running power cords or installing 
outlets in each work area, this might be a viable option for you. Battery-powered 
units can cut down on that clutter, though, upping the ease-of-use factor and 
reducing the tripping hazard of cords. And if you’re looking to reduce cord chaos 
even further, consider how the columns communicate with each other. 

Because each column is an individual unit, they need some means of talking 
to each other. One option is through wires. If you go this route, look for ones 
that offer a horseshoe configuration rather than a closed rectangular setup. 
The open end will make moving vehicles in and out faster and easier. Look for 
columns with retractable cords to make adjustments quick and easy. Another 
option, wireless columns make communication even simpler. With wireless 
models, you don’t need a cord connection at all, reducing clutter even more. 

You can also look for features like a remote control that allows you to easily 
look for overhead obstructions while lifting the vehicle. You don’t even need to 
be standing near the column, as you can move around freely. Remotes like this 
will help your technicians with spotting and save them time during setup.

FEATURES Power and Communication
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We’ve talked a lot about how easy mobile columns are to use, and it’s true that 
they’re simple. But to get the most usability bang for your buck, you’ll want to 
keep an eye out for certain features, including:

Control options. It’s important to consider how your techs will control the unit 
and which option makes the most sense for your shop. Some column lifts are 
controlled by wireless remote, which makes it easy to move the unit without 
disturbing your techs’ workflow. Some models have controls on just one column. 
Other models can be controlled from any column, which allows them to go to the 
closest column instead of moving to the one with the control panel. Be sure to 
take the controls for a test-drive before committing to a purchase, as some are 
easier to decipher than others.

Automatic steering. If your movable columns are hard to, well, move, 
the benefits really decrease. Automatic steering on each column makes 
maneuvering them into place a snap.

Easily adjustable forks. Once they have them in place, techs need to be able 
to quickly adjust the forks to accommodate a variety of wheels and vehicles. 

FEATURES Usability
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FEATURES Specifications

When shopping for any lift, specs are an important factor. Consider:

Lifting capacity. Mobile columns can be combined to heft a wide range of 
vehicles. Consider your shop needs, and make sure you have the right lifts—and 
the right number of columns—for the job. 

Battery life. How many lift cycles can a fully charged battery complete? Look 
for ranges that will work well with your typical day-to-day needs. Also look at 
the voltage needed to charge the battery. This will help you determine whether 
you’ll need to add any power outlets to your shop. 

Tire size allowance. A column’s specifications will indicate the tire sizes it can 
handle. Look for one that can accommodate your typical range of jobs. 

Rise speed. How long does the lift take to rise to full height? Over the course of 
the day, week or month, those seconds can add up, so look for a speedy lift. 
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Lifetime Value
Price is an obvious consideration. It’s likely one of the first things you jot 
down as you begin comparing your options. But as you do your research, 
think about overall value instead of just the initial purchase price.
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VALUE Beyond-the-Price Features

Well-made lifts like those from Rotary will hold their value over time. Hidden 
costs like unexpected maintenance can add up quickly and eat into any initial 
savings from a cheaper lift. Downtime is an important factor as well. If your 
techs can’t actually use those lifts you’ve invested in, they’re costing you a lot 
more than the initial sticker price in lost productivity.  

Certifications

Be sure to look at a lift’s 
certifications before you buy. 
Specifically, look for the 
ALI gold label certification. 
That label means it’s been 
tested by an independent, 
nationally recognized testing 
lab and has been proven  
to meet or exceed industry 
safety and performance 
standards as laid out in 
ANSI/ALI ALCTV-2011. 
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Rotary Lift Options
Our wireless lifts come in several column designs and 
capacities to meet your needs. Here’s a closer look at 
their features:
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OPTIONS Rotary’s Mobile Column Lifts

Our mobile column lifts are designed with a range of features to support your techs, like: 
 
Wireless operation. All of our mobile column lifts are wireless, so they’re truly portable 
and easy for your techs to move around. They also have automatic steering and braking for 
easy handling. 

RedFire™ remote. Now your techs can operate the lift from anywhere in the bay with a 
wireless remote that automatically detects and connects when communicating with the columns. 

Lock Light™. A green light on each column gives a visual confirmation that the vehicle is 
resting on the mechanical locks and off of hydraulic power.

Press protect. Prevent accidental button presses and preserve battery life.

SPECIFICATIONS MACH™ FLEX MAX™

Wireless •
RedFire™ remote •
Control at columns • •
LockLight •
Press protect •
Expanded memory •
ALI certified • •
Capacity per column 14,000 or 18,000 lbs. 14,000 or 18,000 lbs.
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Deciding on the best lift for your shop is no small task. Thanks to their 
versatility and the convenience factor, mobile column lifts are growing 
in popularity for a variety of types of shops. 

 
If you have specific questions or want to know more about mobile lifts in general, 

contact a distributor in your area or get in touch at RotaryLift.com. 
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